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iPERF. 3. 3. 


And who is ke that will harm you, 4f ye be fol- 
lowers of that which is p00d, 4 | 


IE * 


"T may ſeem very ſtrange, that words to 

this. purpoſe ſhould drop from St. Peters 
mouth; if we underſtand them fo, as if 
good Men could ,not be intreated after an e- 
vil manner, For the whole Hiſtory of thoſe 
times wherein the Apoſtles lived, contradi&- 
«th this. Afertion, it we take it Univerfſally, 
and at large. Stephez had been already ſto- 
ned ; and at the ſame time a great perſecution 
was raiſed againſt the Church at Jeruſalem , 


 A&. 8. James the Brother of Jobs was killed, 


and St. Perer himſelf had been committed to 
pps A 2 Priſon 


[2] 
Priſon, AF 12. And how many forts of il! 
uſage did Paxl and Silas, and the reſt receive 
at the hands of Infidels, in thoſe times? Nay, 
our Apoſtle himſelf ſuppoſeth that good men 
might ſuffer for their righteouſneſs, at the 
Verſe immediately following my Text 3 But 
and if ye ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake , happy 
are ze, and ſo on.. Either then we mult deny 
plain matters of Fa&; or elſe we muſt ſuppoſe 
the Chriſtians of thoſe times not to have been 
followers of that which is good; or elſe we 
muſt couclude that St. Peter had in this Place 
a further meaning, beſides that which lyeth g- 
pen to our firſt view. 

Therefore in diſcourſing upon this portion 
of Scripture, I ſhall | 

I, Shew what isthe full and genuine ſenſe of 
the words. 

2, Demonſtrate the Truth of that , which 
St. Peter doth here intend, 

3. And ſo, in the third place, bring down 
the whole to our own PraCtice, with reſpect 
to thoſe Circumſtances which we our ſelves are 
in at this preſent junQure. 

As to the Firſt, the Apoſtles meaning muſt 
needs be this; that none will hurt us, if they 
have a true reſpe& for Vertue and Goodneſs, 
as long as they ſee us follow that which is plain- 
ly and manifeſtly good ; as long as they are 
ſatisfied j and convinced of our Integrity ; as 
long as we diſcharge our Reputation as well 
as our Conſciences; as long as our Light ſo 


ſhineth before men,that they ſce our good works, 


and 
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and cannot but confeſs, that of a Truth 

our Converſation is. honeſt and upright, and Semper c« 

in every reſpe&, ſuch_as:doth become thepro- {,,, mann 

feſlion of Chriſts Religion. Sometimes it is Grot. in Loc. 

not enough for us to be innocent, unleſs. our 

Innocence doth appear , ſo that we. may be 

able to ſtop the mouths, and put to: filence 

the ignorance of fooliſh men, if their fore- 

heads be but tollerably tender. It was the ve- 

ry caſe of Chriſtians in the Apoſtolical Age - 

Though Piety and Vertue was the great care 

and imployment of their Lives; though they 

valued a good Conſcience . above the whole 

World, yet ſtrangers to the Faith were every 

where miſtaken in them, and 'twas a long time 

before they could conquer thoſe: ſtrong preju- 

dices they bad. entertained againſt them. The 

Jews on the one hand lookt upon them as [n- 

novators and Hereticks : Though their Religi- 

on was not any new thing, but a:Reformation of 

_ thoſe abuſes which had crept.into'the: Church j7& Euſeb. 

by. degrees, yet their new Name gave offence ti :. c. 4. 

( for they were firſt called: Chriſtians at Antz. 

och) and their Enemies believed that their Faith 

was New alſo. Where was your Religion be- 

fore. Chriſt > As thoſe: ſuperſtitiqus people 

were ready to object. They were angry at the 

ſuppoſed Novelty of the Chriſtian Religion 

though if that was a Reproach to the Reforma- 

tion ther, that it was of ſo late a date, the 

quarrel ſeem'd to be with God himſelf, becauſe 

he ſent not his Son ſooner into the World. 

On the other hand, the Pagans lookt upon the 
followers 


4) 

followers of - Jefus as a fedxtious 'ſort of men, 
that carried on an imtereſt-in oppoſition tothe 
Intereſt of the Roman Empire? Chriſt hina{elf 
was zeviled as Cefars Enemy 3: and his Diſci- 
ples had the Character of people that turned 
the World nplide down, that did all things 
.contrary: to the decrees of + Ciefar,, AG, 15. 
Many, violent .prejudices- were apain{t them , 
aud the generahity of people:ran away with n- 
-bundance of groſs miſtakes concerning them 
and their Religion , which nothing but time 
and Patience could poflibly Remove. And 
therefore 'St. Peters buſineſs in the Text was, 
to perſwade them, not only to' be / followers 
of that which was Good (for fo-they 'were a]- 
ready }) but moreover woive all poſſible De- 
Monſtrations of their integrity. And'that this 
was the Apoſtles ſenſe appears dearly from 
thoſe words, 'but three Vertes after my Text, 
ibat whereas men ſpeak Evil of!you, as of 'E- 

* vib:doers, they may:be aſhamed that falfly ac- 
'.euſe yonr Good Converfation'in' Chriſt, No- 
thing could make their Enemics-afhamed, but 
Natoriety of fat z'the way to:make them bluſh 
was. to let them foe what horrible" miſtakes 
they were-under 3'then they -would 'be aſha- 
Hic ipſam eis med, when 'twas made clear and apparent, how 
oparucrzre, Right and pure the Chriſtian Religion was 3 


faftis veftris as the learned Grotins Hath-inoted” upon that 


quam rea et 


ura [i riftte- oe | 4 
-= ks So that the full meaning of the Apoſtle here, 


41 "ag r Pet. 1s this, that when once we give plain and un- 
i queſtionable Proofs that we are really follow- 


ers 


5s]. 

ers: of, that. which: is Good 5 when: onee we! 
make, it clear and evident to. the Workd',, fo 
that all, Men of ſanſaand common honeſty nut 
needs grant that; we: are fo, we: have: reafbn. 
enqugh, to: believe: then that: all things will go 
very. well. with; us, efpaciaily: when ſack; as 
are a, terrour to: evil;daers; do:nat att-upory a 
ny. mean, any, diſhonourable; any'baſe deſigns; 
but profeſs-a- due regard; and! love fon goad-- 
nels, and-therefare: cannot be rationally ſuppo- 
ſed to.be willing: ati any time! to; afftict: it; un 
leſs it. be unfortunately upon miſ-informations 
and, miſtakes-;. which -was indeed the cafe 'of 
the Primitive: Chriſtians: but: cannotr be ours: 
now,, unleſs the fault be aur-own firlt... 
. 2. The-ſenſ&of the Textbeing-thus clear'd;. 
I proceed, in.theſeeond: place; to Demonſtrate! 
tha Truth. of: the. thing. And-forithe clearing: 
of, that, too, many: arguments: might be offe-- 
red to your: confideration- | 

I. As, Firſt, coneerning:the good” Provi-- 
dence, of. God, which never: faileth-fuchrgood” 
men, , as. conſcientiouſly; and - honeſthyaQt! im 
ſubſerviency- to-the. Honour and: Intereft' of 
true, Religion. And when all:is done, that” 
lyeth in the power. of: Second and/ſubordinate 
Cauſes, The. Providence of God: 1s:the: onely 
certain and infallible ſccurity:we may depend 
upon; with, confidence. Every thing. in-the 
World .but Providence, 1s uncertain and: con- - 
tingent : 'Tijs this that is the great ſecuri- 
ty for all Societies, States, and Kingdoms-to- 
truſt to; nay the: only ſtabilement, the _ 
| rame- 


[9] 
frame of the Univerſe depends upon , which 
without this Prop and Stay, had been long a- 
go ſhattered into 'its Primordial Chaos. So 
that when men of Atheiſtical Spirits Jaugh at us 
as a ſort of credulous and eafie people, for ca- 
ſting our ſelves upon Providence in all Caſes ; 
Our anſwer is not more religious than *tis ra- 
tional, that we truſt to that which hath hither- 
to preſerved and ſupported the whole world. 

2. Beſides, Secondly, there is in all men ſuch 
an operative and ſtirring Principle ( common 
to Mankind, becauſe fixt and radicated in 
our common nature) that tho Goodneſs may 
ſeem ſomewhat hard 1n its prafice, yet 'tis 
very pleaſant and lovely to the Eye; and no- 
thing is more apt either to be commended, or 
proteRed by thoſe, who under God do ſuper- - 
intend the affairs of the. World ; eſpecially by 
thoſe whoſe Spirits are refined from the Fecu- 
lency of ſavage and ſordid natures; whoſe 
Souls are truly generous and- great ; whoſe 
tempers are humane 5 and who go upon' 
Principles of Honour 5 tho their Judg- 
ments may be poſleſt with ſeveral Notions that 
are different from other mens. T7iberins was 
none of the beſt of thoſe Raman Emperours 
that were Heathen , and yet we are told by 


ys Tertullian , who was ſo « 2 
Tiberius caius tempore nomen Chrji- - - as lo excc] 


Stanum in ſeculam introrvit, annuncia- lently Skilled in the Lavus 


ta ſfibi ex CAP ary very ory ne and Hiſtory of Rome, that when 
weritatem pins divinitatis revelave- Y ROY" -P . 
leave, deratlc af Sobwnle comers. Tiberius heard of the Miracles 


r02 
Co s 


iva Suffragii ſai. Tera Apol. which had been done by our 
' bleſſed Saviour, and was there- 


by 


[7]. 


by conſtrained to believe that he was both a 
good man, and adivine Perſon, he moved the 
Senate, that Chriſt might be put into the num- 
ber of their Gods, Some ſay, that Pilate him- m age 
ſelf fent the Emperour an account of the works near.in Tertal. - 
and innocence of the bleſſed Jeſus, and tho? Pz- 2Po& 
late excuſed the Judgment he had given againſt ſunſenibus ſe- 
him, being * impoſed upon and deceived by the 4*#u- izſe, #- 
Jews, yet Tiberius condemned him todeath be: —— 
cauſe he had any hand at all in the death of &c. &p. Pilar. 
Chriſt- Which Story, if it be true, is an argu- 
ment, that if 7zberins himſelf had been then 'in 
Pilates place, he, tho an Heathen, would have 
proteQed our Lords innocence, who was after- 
wards ſuch a friend to his memory. This is cer- 
tain , that Pilate's wife ſent importunately to 
him as he ſat upon the Judgment-Sear, to hin- 
der all bloody proceedings againſt our Lord, 
becauſe ſhe was ſatisfied that he was a Juſt Man 
(for ſo ſhe called him, $. Matth.27.19;) Twas the 
ſenſe of our Saviours innocency, that made 
that woman ſo earneſtly to interpoſe, tho 
the was guided only by natural Conſcience. 
Bur it is nottime for me yet to meddle with 
the Hiſtory of thoſe firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. 
It is a paſlage, that caſually fell ander myhands; 
and it confirms a little this obſervable Truth, 
that ſubſtantial and ſolid Vertue never ſuffers 
in any high degree, where'tis throughly known 
and diſcovered ; unleſs by. chance and by ſome 
ſpecial permiſſion of God it ſuffers at the hands of 
ſome anomalous Creature, ſome monſtrous Fi-' 
gure of a Man (as Mo was) that has _ 
O 


[8] 
off all regard to Humanity, and Honour, and 
true Greatneſs, as well as bid defiance to all 

manner of Religion. | 
3. I might add, in the third place, that the 
following of that which is Good ( eſpecially if 
we follow it ſo as our Saviour did, and as he 
hath chalked out the way to us) hath ſuch a 
Natural Tendency to Promote ; even the Se- 
cular advantages and wellfare of all Mankind, 
that few who underſtand , none that value 
their own Intereſt, will be either ſo Ungrate- 
ful, or fo Impolitick, and fo much enemies to 
themſelves, as to injure Men whoſe Principles 
and PraQtces apparently tend to the common 
Good of All; Suchis the Nature of thoſe ad- 
mirable Virtaes, which our Lord hath left us 
to tranſcribe, that no other Inſtitution what- 
foever can ſerve more to the Advantape, or fo 
much to the Quiet and Peace of the World, as 
our Religion: doth, when *tis Conſcientiouſly 
and Honeſtly obſerved. We are bound to fol- 
low Peace as well as Holineſs; ' to love-one 
another, and even our implacable Enemies; 
to ſtudy to be Quiet, to do every Man hisown 
Buſineſs, and to abide in his own Calling; not 
to do Evil, though for Good ends; 'but to 
commit our ſelves to God in Welk-doing ; tobe 
Humble, Gentle, and Meck 5 to pay Tribute 
to whom Tributets due, and Honour to whom 
Honour + to give to Ceſar the things that- are 
Ceſars, as well as to God the things that are 
Gods, to be ſabje& to Principalities and 
Powers ; to obey Magiſtrates 3 and to be ſub- 
| jet 


C9 3 | 

X& not onely for wrath, but alſo (and chiefly) 
for Conſcience ſake. And who is. he that will 
harm as, if we be found to be followers of that 
which is Good , according to theſe Meaſures 
and Rules? He is the Miniſter of God to us 
for Good, ſaith the Scripture, Row. 13.4. And 
if Experience tells him, . that we are Servants to 
fear the Edge of that Sword, which is never 
drawn to cut off a Friend. | 

4. But for the full proof of this Aſſertion in 
my Text, that none will harm” us, if we be 
known to be followers of that which is Good, 
IT fhall take leave toſearch a little 'into the Hi- 
ſtory of the Primitive Ages, and Examine how 
Matters -went with-Chriſtijans in thoſe Tumes, as 
often as they made it appear that they werefol- 
lowers of-that which was Good. For if it can.be 
proved, that as they cleared their Integrity , fo 
they found Eaſe, and Enconragements, even 
under a Heathen Government,-:there can:beno . 
xoom far any nordinate Jealoukies among Us, 
whaſe :Lot ( God be blefled) is: fallen in a 
Religious and. Chriſtian ſtate, if we be careful 
to -acquit.our ſelves to the whole World, by 
diſcharging. our duty with: Fidelity and Cou- . 
rage, -as\the Ancient Chriſtijans,gdid'theirs. 

Now nothing can be clearer out of the Wri-- 
tings of all-the Old Apologiſts for Chriſtianity, 
than that the Pagers were infinitely miſtaken'm 
their -Opinions of. the :Chtrch, and | that they 
uſed the Members of it hardly upon thoſe 
wrong Preſumptions : To ReGtifie theſe mi- 

| B 2 ſtakes, 
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ſtakes, and ſo to make their Enemies to be at 
Peace with them, the Doftors of the Church 
defired nothing more, than that the Emperors 
* Dolemy 4 would pleaſe to Examine their DoCtrines and 
| qr v- Manners : They wondred at the Raſhneſs of 


firs, Gr: _ their Tormentors; and laid the blame of their 


lam. Ira utrumg; violent and unjuft proceedings upon their 
ex alterurro x” groſs * Ignorance : For they were tortured for 
"Gare os the fake of their Name , becauſe they called 


Ignor are iios whom S 
dum oderunt, & themſelves Chriſtians 3 the Pagans enquiring no 


ya further, whether they were Thieves or Rebels 


Apolog. adv. or any other Criminals in the Eye of the Laws, 


Genes. C1: bat taking all for granted, that the Wiekedneſs 
=—— yh of Men could lay to their charge. This was a 


Odio publico ne- very hard caſe 5 yet thoſe Excellent Chriſtians 
ceſſarium eſt, ; . : c 
Confeſſn Nomi- ſubmitted to it with Patience and Cheartfulneſs, 
nic, non Exanis hoping that 'in time the Experience of their 
Tert, £3b.$ugr. Enemies would convince them , and engage 
them to be favourable to Chriſtianity. And *cis 
very Remarkable and Appoſite to 
Teſtimonium ignorantiz our 'purpoſe what Tertal/ian obſerved, 
> - 24g Rn " that all thoſe who 'had hated 
omnes ui retrs oderant, Chriſtianity , becauſe they. knew not 
quia ignorabant quale Jet. what it was, as ſoon as ever their Igno- 


ul ut . 
ue ef. rance was Removed, their Hatred 


ſent & 0dijſe. Tert, Apol. ceaſed + alſo z This 1s a plain Evi- 
wg dence of what 1 am novv ſhevving, 
that vvhen good Men acquit them- 
felves vvell to the World, it ever goes vvell 
vvith them : But for our plenary fatisfaftion in 
this point, let us look a little into ſome' pare 

ticular inſtances. 


Fhe 
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The firſt that raisgd a general 
Storm againſt the Church was Nero. 
But tho he was infamous for his San- 
guinary and barbarous temper, yet 
to me it ſeems manifeſt that his cru- 
elties were grounded upon his perfect 
Ignorance of the Chriſtians Inno- 
cence ; for they were repreſented 
then as people of a new and mif- 


cheivous Religion (as Szetorins ſaid) ib 


as a deadly and pernicious Sect ({aith 
Tacitus) that were generally bated ; 
and therefore the fitteſt ( as the Em- 


perour thought) to have the guilt of 


Orientem fidem Romz pri” 
mug Nero. cruentavit, Tertul- 
in Scotpuac« Vide (5 Apol- 
CAP» $. 


Afi ſappheciis C 1 7” 
a; genus hominum  ſuperſtiti- 
ons noue ac malifice , Suct. 
in —_— yo 16, 

n—_ or per flagit id mviſes, 
valgus Chriftianos appellabat, 
Tacit, Annal. lib. 15. 

— ” xitialis ſuperſtitio , id. 
1b1 


=— Haud perinde in crimine 

mcendis., qudm odio Humani 

wo convitH ſunt. T acit. i- 
id, bh 


burning the City of Rome fixed upon them.Parti- 
cularly they were abuſed(as F obſerved before out 
ofthe As of the Apoſtles-)as Movers of Sedition,” 
and enemies of the Roman Empire : The'belief- 
whereof paſt currantly at Rowe, where they 
made no diſtindtion between Chriſtians and 
Jews, becauſe Chriſtianity came out of Fadea ; - 


and' conſidering how reſtleſs, faCti- 
ous and ungovernable the Jews had 
been, -not onely in the * beginning 
of Nero's Reign, but alſo in the time 
.of his'Predeceflor Clandins (as Foſe- 
phus doth ||acknowledg the Empe- 
"ror, took up a mortal and flaming 
hatred againſt the Chriſtians, ſup- 


poſing them to be as troubleſom and. 


a5 the reſt, 


* Vide Jof.Scaligeri animad- 
verf. in Euſeb. Chron. pag; 
192, nom. MMLXIX. 


| Yide Joſeph. Antiq. Judaic. 
lib. 1g. cap. 4 ps pee " 
I, 3, 4s Sz 6, 7. Item de bello 
Judaic. |. 2. c. 20, 21, 22,23- 
Vide 0 Euſed. Hiſt. Eccleſ. 
lib. 2. C. 11. ( 21. 


But 
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But when Yeſpaſias came to the Throne 
. { that Humane and Good-natured Prince , 
ED who was wout to weep evenat-the * Juſt ſuf- 
*Cererum 1e7* farings. of Criminals) all Bloudy proceedings 
hs, mit our Religion were ſtopt. For he had 
mſtis ſurplicic een at Fernſaleve 1a Perſons an d having ob- 
propont gray ale (ſerved there the vaſt difference between the 
mit. Suer.. in Turbulent and Obftinate temper of the Jews, 
Veipaſin.$-13. 2d the Peaceable bzhaviour of the Chriſtians, 
he was particularly Favourable and Kind to 
theſe .; So'that though he had Ruined the 
Jews { as Tertullian obſerves) and though be 
| | -fteictly ſearched after all; the 
|| Euſeb. #ift. Zib.3. cap.12. Royal Poſterity- (of David, with 
ws f—_ OS a deſign to'take them off {( as {| 
Terrul. Apol. Cap. 6. Buſebis tells us: ): yet both ' thoſe 
— Kotrrey T3wele% is Ancient” Writers\do agree* that he 
GLO aaorens , wy -46 uſed no manner of Severity to 

_— " Co wards the Chriſtian Profeſſion. 


Domitians, - | The1next» craeb Emperour ) was Domitian ;, 
pro edelitare, 2 limb of Neto ((as|Tertalian calls:him) thatnor 
Terml. 4po..only :banifhe St. Fob iigto Patrmos, but miſera- 
£0Þ. 5+ 'bly "vexed the whole Chriftian :Church. The 
DD: 'Occafion of ' his barbarny was no ;other then 
ZTerods fear , | that Chriſt would .comz, | and 

take |his Empire from- him ; which fear (was in- 
creaſed'by | a falſe ſuggeſtion, touching} the Se- 

Fids Enfeb .tht.1Ecelec ditious 'Spirits of -Chriſts Diſciples. 
hb. 3. c 20, . Sed quie "But lighting happily upon iſome of 
- 5 a myeretnged them, and (as they ſay ſome of aur 
religaverat, iniquit Ter- Bleſſed Saviours own Kindred 3 and 
llanus de Domitino- finding upon examination , that they 


were 


\ C13] 
were a phain and honelt ſort of Men, that paid 


Tribute, / and. wrought diligently in their ya» 
cation wt their own h $, and. Jived quiet- 
ly, an 


1 og for, no Kingdom but that in a- 
nother world 5, he ſtraight gaye over: his ſeve«:: - 
rity, being fully ſatisfied, that Chriſtians . were- 
followers of that which was Good. 6 


Hence on to the. time. of T72jer, we hear. 
no more of the Chriſtians ſufferings. Then - 
indeed the Inſtruments, of death were uſed a- 
freſh againſt. 'them,, -upon. the -old./ ſtale © pre» 
ſumption, that they were Evil doers;, But:Ph- Vide Ep. Plinit 
zy writing to Trajaz was ſo juſt | to the: Chri- Trajano, 
ſtians, that he told the Emperour, all-he faund — giv 
by the Chriſtians was, that on a certain day they tem Terml.a- 
were want to meet together ,. and Sing Hymns P* © 1 &'& 
to Chriſt, and bound themſelves by wy 
ment, not to be guilty of Thefts, or Robbe- 
ries, or Adultery, or breach of Faith, nor of 
any. other Crime... Whereupon\ Zrgjan'.order 
icd ,.. that, the .inquilition” agaia(t/ Chriſtians ++ - 
ſhould be preſent]y- ſtopt 3/ and fo the Rage of . 
that time went ſoon off, when 'twas diſcavee 
red what. a- good {or;. of Men.the Chriſtians 


Were... Se 


Then came the Emperor Adriav, who, tho' 
he made no || new Edits againſt. the. 
Chriſtians, yet permitted, Mo IN) {Tarrab Apby RN EO 
were ta * be put in force, ſuppoſing. 5414 2" "Ra Oe 
(asothers before himdid)thatChriſtts Sno. 
ans were a troubleſome and intras. . | * 5d 

able 
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Cable Se, eſpecially upon that Re- 


Euſeb: in Chronico. bellion of the Jews, which fell out 


in the beginning of Adriars govern- 
ment. But when Ariftides and 2na- 


* Vide Juſt, Martyr. as drains had preſented their Excellent 
: & 100, item : : 
p. 99 © 1 Eaeb-Hiſt Ec. Apologies to him, he found that he 


cleſ. lib. 


had been deceived in his Opinion,and 
ſo proceedings were preſently mitiga- 


o n « t . Y 
Flius Lamprid. in vit, Alex: ted for he wrote a Letter to Minu- 
Sever. 


Poft Adria- 
anum Anront- 
no Pio impe- 
rante, pax Ec- 
cleſiis fuit, Sul- 
pit. Sever. ib, 
2» 


cius Fundanus the Proconſul of * ſia, 

and to many more of his -Officers in 
ſeveral other parts of the VVorld, requiring 
them to deal mildly with Chriſtians, and re. 
prehending ſuch as wrongfully brought them 
into Trouble. Nay one Pagar Hiſtorian re- 
ports of this Emperor Adrian, that himſelf 
built a Temple and dedicated it unto Chriſt , and 
Werſhipt him as a God. 


To go on further, afterwards in the Reign 
off Antommus Pins, though here and there di- 
vers Chriſtians ſuffered by the officious malice 
of ſome inferiour Miniſters of State ; yet that 
merciful and Generous Prince (who was wont 
to ſay, He had rather ſave one Citizen, than kill 
a Thouſand Enemies) ſoon reſtored Peace unto 
the Church. The reaſon was, becauſe that 
great Luminary of the Church F»ſtiz the Phi- 
loſopher, and at laſt a Martyr, wrote an excel- 
lent Apology te Artorinus, and the:whole Se- 
nate complaining of the injuſtice 'of proceed- 
ings, and fhewing the innocence of the Chri- 
{ſtians DoQrines , Rites, and Lives. Upon 


7 yvhich 
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which the Emperor being now ſatisfied, that 
thoſe men were followers of that which was 
good, did in a Letter to the Common Council 
of Aſia, and to all the Greeks |/( which is yet 
cx'ant) ſharply blame his Officers for their raſh- 
neſs; and ordered, that no Chriſtian ſhould 
ſuffer more, unleſs he attempted the diſtur- 
bance of the Empire; which he was morally 
allured, no true Chriſtian would go about. 


Indeed his: Succeſſor: Aurelins Antoninus, moſt y;g. juſtin. 
grievoully affiited the Church in ſeveral pla- Apol. in fine. 
ces. of the Empire. For new accuſations were "Pp _ 
invented ; and therefore New Edi&s wete tul. Apolog, 
publiſhe againſt them. Bur all this while even © 5 
that Emperor ſeem'd to have been miſtaken 
concerning the Church ; for it is not credible 
that a perſon of ſuch great worth as Antowznus 
was of (being an exquilite Philoſopher, and a 
Stoick). would have been fo cruel to good men; 
but would have ſparcd them atleaſt,for common 
Morality and Virtue ſake, had he been ſatisfied 
of their Integrity. However, when S. Melito, 
Apolonaris, Athenagoras, and ſome more, open- 
ly vindicated themſelves and their Brethren, 
and deſired nothing but that Juſtice might be 
done them, it had a mighty Effe&. and Influ- 
ence - upon the Emperor; though nothing 
wrought on him ſo much as the Miraculous 
Rain which fell at the Prayers of the Cihri- 

(tians, when he and his Army were in the 
bowels of German; ready to periih tor want of 
. Wa» 
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Water. : then he was Convinced, that God 
was with the Chriſtiansz and ſo ſet out an 
Edid, that they ſhould be kindly uſed for the 
future, and that whoſoever ſhould accuſe a 
Chriſtian only under the Notion of a Chri- 
ſtian ( 2s if that were Crime enougb) ſhould 
be burnt alive. 


De S-v270 vide And fo the courſe of the World went tol- | 
Tertul. ad Sca- Jerably wel}, till Severrs gat into the Throne; 
_pulam. pay indeed for ſome time after - For at firſt 
he was very favourable to our Religion , ha- 

ving fome Knowledge of it, and a kind Opi- | 

nion of its Profeſſors. For ( as we are told 

by Tertullian , who flouriſht in his time ) he 
entertained one Proculus, a Chriftiad in his 

own Palace, and was not diſpleafed though he 

knew, that Procalas inſtruted his Son Anto- 

ninys Caracalla 1n the Chriſtian Religion ; he 

was gracions to many of the Rowan Nobility, 

whom he knew to be Chriſttans, and protected 

them from the Rage and fury of the hace, 

'T was pitty indeed hedid not goon, when he 

was in ſo goed a way; but the eruth is, ma- 

ny great men there were, that were perting- 

ciouſly addited to Heathen Superſtition! and 

Idolatry, and never left prons Fr carrying 

of lies to his Ears againſt the Chriſtians; and 

he believing them upon their report , became 

quite another man, if 1 may fo call that Bar- 

barous Wretch 3 wvhich provoked' ZTertul/ian to 

write his admirable Apology ; wherein he vin- 

dicated 
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dicated the honour of our Religion, and 
the innocence of its profeſſors z which tho' 
it had little effe& upon Severns himſelf, 
yet it had upon his Son Caracalla, fo that 
| his Reign vvas peaceable, as his Succeffors 
was too; till Maximinus made foul Work 
again - But we need not wonder at him 5 
for he vvas a man of ſordid Birth, and 
Brutifh inclinations; firſt a Shepheard, then 
a Robber upon the High ways, next a Soul- 
dicr, and at laft a Prince forſooth, though 
a Prince that would anderſtand nothin but .. SOA 
. Arts of wickedneſs, and therefore deſerves P65: 
to ſtand by himſe}ff, If you reckon from 
Nero downward, you will find Tertulhians 
Obſervation True, that of afl the Roman 
Emperors to his time, there was none that 
had any ordmary regard for Natural Re- 
ligion or Humanity, who offered violence 
tothe Chrifttansz when once they —_— 
ty difeovered what the Nature of Chrifti- 
anity, and rhe temper of Chriſttans was. 


And the fame Obſervation I might par- 
fave farther - on fl, ever to the days of 
Conſtantine; had I time to do it, and were 
the thing neceſſary, after what has been 
ſhew'd atready. For ftilt as onr 7 
appeared (IT fay induftriouſly, Our Religi- 
on 3 for that which was their the Apoſto- 
lical and Catholick Rehigior there, 1s ours 
now 3 as it TE in its- Native Beauty: 

2 "mM 
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it ever commanded, firſt the Pity, then the 
proteCtion, and at laſt the Love of all that 
' had Souls,of all that had any value for Virtue 
and honour, till in the end Princes them- 
ſelves were enamour'd with it, and count- 
ed the Croſs the Nobleſt Ornaments of their 
Crowns and Scepters. | 


3. But I ſhall not make any more Hiſto- 
rical Obſervations, preſuming that theſe few 
are ſufficient for the confirmation of the 
point in hand. VVhence I ſhall novy by 
vvay of application of this vvhole matter, 
put that queſtion of the Apoſtles in the 
Text vvith reference to our ſelves, And 
vvho is he that vvill harm us, if vve befol- 
lovvers of that vvhich is good ? - Had the 
Primitive Chriſtians, been of ſome mens 
temper ; had they taken ſuch a proſpe& of 
times, as ſome among us are ready totake, 
whoſe fears are apt to reach as far as the 
VVorlds end *tis a wonder if they had not 
anſwer'd St. Peter thus, Nero will undoubt- 
edly hurt us, and ſo may Veſpafean and 73- 
tus too, nay Conſtantine himſelt ,. for ought 
we know, to be ſure ſuch a one will, if we 
be not fo Politick as to exclude him before 
hand, and provide ſome {ſtrong Aſſociation 
in time. . But this vvas not their Temper, 
nor St. Peters Jealouſie : All that he had to- 
dire& them, and all that they had to take 
care of, vvas this, to be follovvers ſtill of 

| thar 
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that which was good, and to follow it fo, 
as to approve themſelves to God, and to the 
VVorld, to make it plain and manifeſt, 
that Vertue. and a good- Conſcience was 
their whole ſtudy ; this, 'this was that, which 
carried them out, which ſupported the Ho-'_ 
nour of Religion, which ſecur'd its Intereſt, 
which made it lovely, ſtable ,* proſperous , 
even in times of Heatheniſin. | 


Now if we too take this Chriſtian, - this 
Prudent and effequal courſe, who is he that 
will go about to' annoy us? Little Tronbles 
indeed we muſt never. expe& to be free 
from as long as the V Vorld tfrandeth:” For 
the Church of: Chriſt hath ever been vexed 
with ſome Briers or other, ſome” Thotns' 
have ever been in its ſides5 nor hath 'Our' 
Church been without them; [we / have had 
ſome Brambles of our own growth , that 
have made our Church not only ſmare, but 
bleed too: Nay, we have had fuch of late, 
as like that Bramble in the 'parable, ud.” g. 
would in all haſte have been Reigning 'over 
us,.and would have devoured allithe great 
Trees: in; Lebanon, © Perhaps we may ne-: 
ver be free from: thoſe ſcratching, but con-” 
temptible Shrubs as long as' the old 'Curſe 
continues upon - the Earth 5 ſome or other” 
may. ſtill be ſpringing up 'among us 2?! But 
the Church can never dye'of a' Thorn'z nor 
can ſuch paultry things do us any: RY 
rable 
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rable injury, eſpecially when. they are over 
dropt by tbe Tall Cedars ; while we ſhall 
be' pratected under their ſhaddow, if wedo 
but know: and adorn gue. Stations and grow 
in Grace, and be manifeſtly and plainly 
ming} of that which is gaod. 


What hard. Uſages. did yet Primitive 
Chriſtians undexga, wha were taught, not 
with Briers and Thorns only, as the Ex- 
preſſion is, Fade 8. but with Harrows and 
and Axes too. ? And yet you ſee what ad- 
vice was given them bere in. the Text; and 
becauſe experience and matter of Fat is 
ſuch a ſtrong argument. 4 have particularly 
hew'd you how ſucceſsful that advice was, 
and. even in thoſe moſt diſcouraging times , 
when Tyranny was the Government, and 
Paganiſm; wax the Religion of the VVorld. 


Aledled for ever, blefſed be God, thisisin-! 
finitely; fax from being any: part of our Caſe; 
Nay;. but, that: ſome love to. be angrateful 
both to,God and Man, methinks we ſhould 
all lvok ypan our ſelves as. obliged ( I am 
ſure, we are bighly bound) to.tender Hea- 
ven, our-moſt hearty: Thanks, that notwith= 
ſtanding all our High and Monſtrous Pro-- 
vocations (that whach is: proper for us al- 
ways to-confiderand/think of } God is ſtilt 
ſo, propitious to us;. as that'we have a very 
fair profped,. tauching the ſecurity not of 


our 
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our Perſons and Fortunes only, but of that 
too, which is and ought to be, fat dearer to 
us than our very Livesz I mean, our Eſta- 
blifſht and incomparable Religion. | 


Having therefore ſuch encouragement, 
and thoſe grounded upon fuch Foundations, 
let us, in the Name of God; once more ob- 
rve the direCtions in the Fext, and fhew 
our fclves ſti} hearty toilowers of that which 
1s good. We may be fureno valuable inju- 
ry can. be done us, if we our ſelves: be bt 
careful to do-Our part; that which its both 
our Duty and intereſt to do, Therefore 
' Inſtead of leaping over our Line, to trou- 
ble 'our (clves and the Y Vorld with'inofdi- 
nate Fears, ler us ſerioutly apply our minds 
to our' Buſineſs, our proper and neceſſary 
buſineſs; not doubting, but-that which fer. 
ved fo to: carry out the Old Chriſtians, 
will ſerve much more, tofecure us, norfrom 
Calamity only; but even: from danger of it: 
Two things eſp=cially were unjuſtly laid to 
their: Charge,. viz. that their Religion was 
New, and that they" themſelves were wick-' 
ed: Whemn'once' theſetwo points were fully 
cleared, Sovereign'Princes becamenor their 
Friends only , but their fellovy Chriſtians 
tog. ! 


Novy as to the firſt of theſe ( an accu» 


fation , vehich: hath been unjuſtly Jaid to 
Our 
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Our-charge too) vve have made” it abun- 
dantly':evident-tovall'fober and teachable, 
though prejudiced perforis,” that” our”: Fairh 
is that vyhich vvas. once for all delivered! 
unto the Saints. This vve vvill for ever a- 
bide by , 'this vve vvill be bound: to make 
evident. ſtill.. But i6 men vvill not ſee our | 
Evidence, 'vve confels it is not in'our povy- | 
er to vvork ſuch a Miracle, as to put eyes | 

| 


into the blind, and force them to ſee, vyhe- 
ther they vvill -or no 3: and yet 1 cannot! 
\ tell, but time and Conftancy may -do even: 
that too, as it did in the former Ages of 
Chriſtianity. | 


As. Our. Faith is manifeſtly Pure, Catho- 
lick, and: Apoſtolical; ſo let us do it that 
Honour and Right (novv eſpecially) as ro 
make' it plain and Evident to 'the World , > fi 
that our manners / are _/ ſuitable; thereunto. 
This vvas the Great Evidence that in anict- 
ent times did by degrees ſo aftectually con- 
vince the Enemies of our Religion; for by 
obſerving the. Excellent Lives of Chriſtians, 
tacy vvere: Naturally :led firſt to a ſearch, 
then to-an' Admiration,' and in the end: to 
the profeſſion. of -our Doftrines,! and by 
theſe .means our : Religion came not only 


to a quiet, but to a Regnant condition in 
the World. | 


For your tmitatioa' and Encourag2ment 
in 
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in this Caſe, ſhall I now at the cloſe of this 
Diſcourſe tell| you, what thoſe good things 
were, Which. were then ſo taking and ami- 
able in. their Eyes ? + Why, /in ſhort it was: 
this; an entire, ſincere, and. Univerſal Pra-- 
Ctice of the precepts of Chriſtianity.  St.. 
Paul hath drawn up all into a ſhort Summa- 
ry in Philip. 4. A place, where he adviſed the 
Philippians to bez careful for nothing, mean- 
ing the things of this World, which the'ge- 
nerality of men are apt to be moſt careful 
for : Be careful for nothing, ver. 6. and then; 
he adds, ver. 8. Finally, Brethren, whatſoever 
things aretrue, whatſoever things are Honeſt, 
whatſcever things are Fuſt , whatſoever things 
are Pure, zhat/oever things ATE lovely, what-. 
ſoever things are of Good Report 3 if -there be 
any Veriue , if there be auy Praiſe, think on- 
theſe things. Thele things the Primitive 
Chriſtians had learned, .and, received , and: 
heard; and ſeen in. the Haly Apoſtles ;; . as 

it follows there 3 and: as they did and pra- 
iced theſe things, ſo: the God. of Peace, 
was ſtil] with them, till he- made their ve- 
ry Enemies to be. at Peace with them alſo. 


Yet by the Hiſtory of / thoſe times 1 ob- 
ſerve , that there, were ſome ſpecial and 
particular Vertues which. the Pagans took 
great notice of, ,and, were . induced. to be. 
very favourable and. kind to the Chriſtians 
for. As Severus the Emperour was exceed- 


ingly 
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ingly Hy. with that Command” of our 
Rtcſſed-'Saviours,' fo that he! had it engra- 

ved upon his Plates, Whatſoever ye would 

that men ſhould do unto you, even fo do 
you unto them: In-like manner other Prin- 
ces were pleag'd and taken with ſome fingy- 


lar Remarks m the Lives of Chriſts fol- 


lowers, which they obferved perhaps.above 
other things, becauſe they did moſt conduce 
to the Honour, and intereſt, and peace of 
their Government : And thefe were the 
things, The Primitive Cliriſtians were ve- 
ry dilipetit --nd honeſt in* their ſeveral Cal- 
lings; they minded their own bufineſs, not 
Ing with mattersthat were qQut of their 
Sphear,. eſpecially with' the buſineſs of their 
Governours: "They ftridied to be'quiet, and 
as much''as* in' them(lay , lived peaceably 
with all men: They were juſt in their deal- 
ings with all-men'y -arid' very Candid, and 
charitable tti-tha&e cetſures of their Rulers. 
They abhoerred that” VAlanons Praftice of 
faſpeRing/ ard reviling Magiſtrates: They 
were afraid for Conſcience fake to raiſe and 
diſperſe lies; to render Princes odious; but 
did ever put the kindeſt Conſtruftions upon 
their Counfels and proceedings, that they 
were capable of, They would not by an 
means affront them, or contumeliouſly uſe 
them, 'or ſpeak evil-of them, or pray back-' 
ward for them (I mean, pray for 'their 1} 
fortune or ruine, as ſome peſtilent Men 
| - would 
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would now adays makes; believe).os 
behaved themſglves awards them (ho 
mortal- Enemies to/thtir Faith) with | 
and” reverence;and; all duend{pedt.iDhey paid 
them their Tribute Mony honeſtly ; they 
ſerved them in their Wars with all Fide- 
lity and Courage. If any thing was re- 
quired of, them ," which was 3nconkiſtent 
with a good Copſcience, and the ,aws of 
Chriſt, they would deeline at indeed, 'even 
unto Death, but fill with;tendexncſ;, and a 
Religious regard to!/the: Honor: and :Aiv- 


thority of the Emperar.. They looktupon 


him as Gods 1o1mediate Munſter, :next-to 
Gad, and ſubje&.only utito him; and there- 
fore unaccountable to .avy, in this. /wiarld; 
and accordingly they feared, and honoured, 
nay loved 'hinj, becauſe he was)Gods |De- 
puty here below, .avd in the Earth Supreme. 
They never want to ;thair Devotian.;: but 
the Emperor had a great: ſhare:of #3 and 
even When times. were ominous and! threat- 
ning, then too they would: pray: For his 
Health, and long life, for  Vadtory in. his 
Arms, and for is wellfare:and good fuc 
ceſs ih all; lis quſt-Undertakings- | As: for 
reſiſtance, they deteſted and diſclaimed 
the very thoughts of it, {o that. they.would 
ſuffer themſcives.to be cut an pieces! rather 
than they. wauld [ Irebel; bhhough-iſfeveral 
Laws were on their ſtdey/;:and: they:;had 
the Sword in their Hands, and had ſtrength 
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and Forces enough to to make the wh ole 
Empire tremble. In all lawful inſtances, 
none more ready to obey, none more faith- 
ful in their obedieace 3 but in other Caſes, 
none ſo willing to dye at their Princes Feet, 
as the Chriſtians were. 


Theſe are ſome of thoſe things which are 
honeſt, and juſt, and pure, and lovely, and of 
good reportz and by following theſe good 
things, the World was at laſt fatisfied, 
that they' were good' men 3 and fo the 
Church by degrees. wrought it '{elf out of 
thoſe difficulties and hardſhips, which it felt 
and lay under, when our Religion firſt en- 
tred into the World. 


Happy ſhall we be now, if like the Old 
Chriſtians, we be thus followers of that 
which is Good; fo 'that all men may ſee , 
and be convinced: that we are ſo, This is 
that which willbe a fecurity to our Church 
an Honour'to our 'Religion, a Comfort 
and fatisfaction, as: well as a fecurity toour 
ſclves: 'Tis that which will not only bring 
Peace tous in this Life, but will bring us 
all to thoſe unſpeakable Joys and Comforts 
in another, where infinity of pleaſure is 
laid up n ſtore, as the endleſs portion of 
all thoſe /Bleſſed Sculs, that Love the Lord 
Jeſus 1n- lincerity. 


FINIS. 


